Length of hospitalization--an indicator of social costs of disabilities from traffic injuries.
The social costs of disabilities are not generally included in estimates of the costs of traffic accidents, primarily because of measurement problems. This paper examines the disability consequences of traffic injuries in New Zealand and applies social cost values to them. A strong correlation is found to exist between the disability consequence of accidents and the average length of stay in hospital. Information on the latter is commonly available and therefore provides a basis for estimating disability costs. An interesting finding of the analysis is that less than 16% of traffic injury types, represented by the 3-digit ICD classification, account for more than 80% of the total social cost of disability. The implications for countermeasure policy are identified.